Although the phrase "rule of law" has undoubted importance in the history and development of the legal and political order in the United States of America, its origins are readily traced to the ancient world. Indeed, there is a long and venerable tradition of investigating the relationship between law and politics. This ancient tradition of thought had a formative influence on the framers of the United States Constitution, but its influence has been much wider. It may be said that reflection on the "rule of law" is one of the bedrock features of the western legal tradition, a tradition that encompasses ancient, medieval, and early modern legal and political traditions and that distinguishes "western civilization" from other modes of human existence. This course will examine the origins and development of the "rule of law" across the ancient, medieval and modern West. Among the questions we will have the opportunity to ask are: What is law? What is the relationship between law and the good? In what way can law be said to rule? What is the relationship between law and human freedom? What is the relationship between law and politics? In asking these questions, the course will also examine the claim that the rule of law signifies something distinctive to western civilization and its relationship to law.
Course Format: This is an upper level lecture course that meets twice a week in two 75 minute sessions. It is designed for majors in History and Legal Studies, but it is not restricted to students from those majors. There is no separate discussion section attached to this course. Each class period will be a combination of lecture materials, typically
Week 11
Locke, Montesquieu, and the Framers of the United States Constitution Readings:
Tamanaha, The Rule of Law, chapter 4.
Week 12
Lamenting the decline of the rule of law 
Week 14
Examples at the level of constitutional law Readings:
Lochner v. New York, 198 US 45 (1905 ) Brown v. Board of Education, 347 US 483 (1954 
Week 15
Judgment and the Rule of Law
